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e Abstract: From Stendhal’s essay De I'amour to Roland Barthes’ Fragments d’'un discours amoureux, taking in Balzac,

Flaubert, Baudelaire, Proust, and Valéry, this article retraces the principal steps of a modern criticism of the discourse of love.
Condemned to futility by societal need, love finally finds its own centrality in the folds of its syntax.
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