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Abstract: Drageoir aux épices’s  confrontation with the novel underlines the role of the prose poem in the establishment of
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contradictory aspirations of the young writer. However, this anarchical force underpins a visible unity which, in the light of a
retrospective reading, outlines the constants in Huysmans’s novels: mystery, egotism, the evocation of the past, and generic
hybridity.
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