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Abstract: The following article contests the common interpretation that Popper’s arguments would have turn out to be an
anachronism by qualifying Plato’s political program of totalitarian. Such an interpretation is mistaken about the very meaning of
The Open Society and Its Enemies because it is based on the principle that totalitarianism is a specifically modern
phenomenon, which is exactly what Popper disputes. In fact, the survey of the political program of Plato, leads Popper to renew
in depth the approach of the totalitarian phenomenon by conceiving it as a reaction to the emergence of the open society and
thus to the birth, in Athens, of our Western civilization.
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