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Abstract: This article examines the value given to the physical and moral description of Pasiphaé in two texts from the end of
the Middle Ages, Ovide moralisé and Bouquechardière by Courcy. The use of detail seems to be at odds with the rhetoric of
brevity and of utilitas. While the gothic detail is at the center of an esthetic defense of the fable, Jean de Courcy’s return to
detail in the portrait of Pasiphaé allows us to observe the phenomenon of microlecture and the axiological shift brought about by
this hermeneutic.
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