
Skip to content

Classiques Garnier
Journals
Literatures
Studies in French Literature

Mystique du Néant

Publication type: Journal article
Journal:
Cahiers de littérature française
2015, n° 14
. L’imaginaire des saintes
Author: Franchi (Franca)
Abstract: The singularity of the case of Louise du Néant has led it to be considered pathological from the beginning.
Consequently, her mystic writings – which were deemed irregular, heterodox and nonconformist – have been increasingly
marginalised. Conversely, this essay intends to draw attention to the fact that the letters of Louise du Néant belong, to all
intents and purposes, to the mystic tradition, from which she draws both content and language. On the one hand, this essay
proposes that her intense self-humiliation, ad infinitum, bespeaks both her inadequacy with regard to her object of desire (Jesus
Christ), and the attendant anxiety. On the other, it intends to show that it is precisely in this mystic culture (from which Georges
Bataille would go on to draw his lexicon) that the concept of the “formless” has its roots as “depreciation of being” (Inner
Experience).
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