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e Abstract: It is commonly assumed to be more difficult to extract semantic than formal neologisms. This assumption is however
only partly true. It turns out that the facts are more complex, the main reason being the tendency to oversimplify the criteria of
identification, whereby any “new” meaning of an existing form is ipso facto taken to be a semantic neologism. The first step in
identification should be to make sure that lexical units extracted as semantic neologisms are indeed neologisms, and thereby to
rule out changes in meaning resulting from what Meillet (1905-1906) called the discontinuity of the transmission of language,
as well as catachresis, so-called figurative usages which have long been lexicalised. It is also necessary to be sure that those
genuine neologisms which are extracted are indeed of a semantic nature and not attributable to other matrices. This means that
the following categories should be excluded: formal homonymy, purely syntactic neologism, lexicalisation of noun or verb
phrases, changes in set phrases... Genuine semantic neologisms are either syntactico-semantic innovations (conversion,
combinatory changes) or figurative usages (various types of metaphors, metonymies or other figures of speech, with or without
antonomasia). Distortion in selecting arguments by predicates, changes in status (actualizing a predicate...) are just so many
ways which according to object class theory make it possible to identify semantic neology, but (semi-)automatic extraction still
poses several types of problems.

Pages: 37 to 53

e Journal: Journal of Lexicology

e CLIL theme: 3147 -- SCIENCES HUMAINES ET SOCIALES, LETTRES -- Lettres et Sciences du langage -- Linguistique,
Sciences du langage
EAN: 9782812441479
ISBN: 978-2-8124-4147-9
ISSN: 2262-0346

Copyright © 2025 Classiques Garnier 1/2


https://shop.staging.classiques-garnier.net/journals
https://shop.staging.classiques-garnier.net/language.html
https://shop.staging.classiques-garnier.net/journal-of-lexicology.html
https://shop.staging.classiques-garnier.net/cahiers-de-lexicologie-2012-1-n-100-neologie-semantique-et-analyse-de-corpus-en.html
https://shop.staging.classiques-garnier.net/journal-of-lexicology.html

DOI: 10.15122/isbn.978-2-8124-4147-9.p.0037

Publisher: Classiques Garnier

Online publication: 08-12-2012

Periodicity: Biannual

Language: French

Keyword: formal, semantic and syntactic neologism, change in meaning, homonymy, figurative usages

Display online

Copyright © 2025 Classiques Garnier


https://dx.doi.org/10.15122/isbn.978-2-8124-4147-9.p.0037
https://shop.staging.classiques-garnier.net/cahiers-de-lexicologie-2012-1-n-100-neologie-semantique-et-analyse-de-corpus-extraction-automatique-et-types-de-neologismes-une-necessaire-clarification-en.html

	Classiques Garnier
	Extraction automatique et types de néologismes : une nécessaire clarification

