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Abstract: This paper addresses the difficulty of understanding one’s own mortality. It begins by examining the characterization
of death as a “pure question mark” (Levinas) to show that the epistemic position that this implies is untenable for the beings of
language that we are. It defends the idea that our discursive relationship to death is strictly limited to commentary. In other
words, that which is impossible to verify, to observe and to measure, but is also impossible to remain silent about, can only be
commented upon, discussed indefinitely.
Pages: 283 to 291
Journal: Alkemie
CLIL theme: 4028 -- SCIENCES HUMAINES ET SOCIALES, LETTRES -- Lettres et Sciences du langage -- Lettres -- Etudes
de littérature comparée
EAN: 9782406066361
ISBN: 978-2-406-06636-1
ISSN: 2286-136X
DOI: 10.15122/isbn.978-2-406-06636-1.p.0283
Publisher: Classiques Garnier
Online publication: 12-22-2016
Periodicity: Biannual
Language: French
Keyword: Death, commentary, nothingness, language, speech acts

Copyright © 2025 Classiques Garnier 1 / 2

https://shop.staging.classiques-garnier.net/journals
https://shop.staging.classiques-garnier.net/literatures.html
https://shop.staging.classiques-garnier.net/alkemie-en.html
https://shop.staging.classiques-garnier.net/alkemie-2016-2-revue-semestrielle-de-litterature-et-philosophie-n-18-la-mort-en.html
https://shop.staging.classiques-garnier.net/alkemie-en.html
https://dx.doi.org/10.15122/isbn.978-2-406-06636-1.p.0283


Display online

Copyright © 2025 Classiques Garnier 2 / 2

https://shop.staging.classiques-garnier.net/alkemie-2016-2-revue-semestrielle-de-litterature-et-philosophie-n-18-la-mort-la-mort-et-le-genie-de-la-langue-en.html

	Classiques Garnier
	La mort et le génie de la langue

